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Recently a number of lepidopterists have published taxonimical and ecological 
reports on the so-called Birdwing Butterflies. But except for a few species their early 
stages and hostplants are still unknown. Descriptions of foodplants are generally 
scanty. Some authors mentioned Aristolochia sp., while others have done it with a 
mere word “unknown.” The late Prof. Dr. Kéhei SAkAGUTI, during his visit to 
Bishop Museum, Honolulu in September 1982 together with the junior author, tried to 
delve into this matter but in vain. When the latter made a brief trip to Australia in 
Nov./Dec. 1982, Dr. SAKAGUTI specially asked him to obtain up-to-date information 
on the foodplants of birdwing butterflies from the senior author, known to have bred 
and interbred successfully several rare Ornithoptera spp. and Troides spp. 

The senior author, from the time when he was working in the Bishop Museum in 
Wau, Papua New Guinea, showed a particular interest in Ornithoptera spp., and in his 
field trips to West Irian, Solomons and Australia in late 1970’s through 1982, collected 
and studied the hostplants carefully. He continued to send those Aristolochia specimens 
to Dr. Dung Hao of the Herbarium in Leiden, Netherlands for correct identification of 
them. Since 1980 he is living in Kuranda (alt. 500 m), west of Cairns, N. Queensland, 
where he owns a 2 ha. butterfly farm in which Ornithoptera priamus euphorion (GRAY), 
1853, and many other butterflies occur abundantly. He has recorded important 
ecological data while breeding many endemic species. In the meantime he accumulated 
information on identified Aristolochia spp. in his pers. comm. principally sent from 
Dr. Hao. Hence the following list of hostplants of main Ornithoptera species, all con- 
firmed by himself. This is of course an interim report to be gradually completed. It 
does not include any Troides species. The junior author paid a visit to the senior 
author in the end of November through December 1, 1982, with a major purpose of 
observing the living conditions of Ornithoptera priamus euphorion, and collected some 
leaves of Aristolochia deltantha and of A. tagala on the banks of Crystal Cascades (alt. _ 
150 m) near Cairns, and witnessed emergence and mating of O. priamus euphorion in 
the Butterfly Farm of STRAATMAN. He further proceeded to Mt. Molloy, about 100 
km north of Kuranda, where he interviewed Mr. Allan WALFORD-HUGGINS who in- 
formed him of the foodplant of O. priamus macalpinei (living in Iron Mountain Range 
only) as A. tagala. Later in Mt. Glorious in S. Queensland, he learnt from Mr. 
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Anthony HILLER that A. praevenosa could be the foodplant of O. p. euphorion, too. 
This plant has been regarded as the foodplant of O. richmondia only. 

The vicinity of Brisbane, S. Queensland is inhabited by Ornithoptera richmondia 
which is obviously smaller in size than any subspecies of O. priamus. STRAATMAN 
described it as O. priamus richmondius, but in the following list we have treated it as an 
independent species according to I. F. B. COMMON and D. F. WATERHOUSE (1981). 
A. WALFORD-HuGGins’ and A. HILLER’s new information was also inserted in it. 


Notes: 


Ornithoptera spp. 


Ornithoptera richmondia (O. priamus 
richmondius: STRAATMAN) 


O. priamus poseidon 
O. p. euphorion 


O. p. pronomus 


O. p. macalpinei 

O. p. urvillianus 

O. p. coelestes 

O. p. miokensis 

O. p. teucrus (Biak) 

O. p. bornemanni 

O. croesus lydius 
. c. croesus (Bacan) 
. victoriae regis 


. v. reginae (Malaita) 


. alexandrae 
. meridionalis 
. paradisea 


. chimaera 

. goliath (all races) 

. aesacus (Obi) 

. rothschildi 
tithonus 


O 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O. “‘allottei” (hybrid) 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O. 


Hostplants Identified 


Aristolochia praevenosa; A. deltantha 


aN 
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. tagala; A. pithecurus; A. deltantha 
. tagala; A.deltantha; A. thozetti (host of 


Cressida); A. praevenosa (reported by A. HILLER 
who used this plant to breed euphorion) 

(It fails to survive on the introduced A. elegans: 
Common) 


. tagala, A. deltantha 


(Eggs are also laid on the introduced A. elegans.) 


. tagala 


tagala 
tagala 
tagala 
tagala 
tagala 


. gaudichaudii 


gaudichaudii 
tagala 
sp. not identified 


. pithecurus 
. pithecurus 


sp. not identified 


. tagala 
. deltantha 
. crassinervia 


unknown 
unknown 
unknown 


In captivity, larvae of O. alexandrae and O. goliath will accept Aristolochia 
tagala as food, but their females do not oviposit on it. 

Similarly, in the case of O. meridionalis, larvae may accept A. deltantha, but 
females do not oviposit on this plant. 

On the other hand, some Ornithoptera species will oviposit on introduced 
Aristolochia species which appear to be toxic to the resulting larvae. But 
the larvae generally die before reaching maturity. In Australia, this is the 
case with O. richmondia and O. p. euphorion, and in Papua New Guinea with 
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O. p. poseidon. Their females are seen ovipositing on Aristolochia elegans 
introduced from Brazil, but as far as it is known, no larvae ever reached 
maturity. 

4. Until recently the foodplants of O. alexandrae and O. meridionalis were known 
as Aristolochia schlechteri. However, according to the world specialist on 
Aristolochiaceae, Dr. DUNG Hao of the Leiden Herbarium in Holland, this 
name is erroneous and should be A. pithecurus, while the true A. schlechteri 
belongs to the formerly named A. pithecurus. 
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BIER YN AT ESAE (Ornithoptera) OREKA Axa (D (R. STRAATMAN? 
Ft_k Fifa) 


Fi, B46 A2TAMKSANKKMRMOG EEL KAR) OMRLODBICKY), WbHOS4HIE 
Ornithoptera ROBE, MOREE CHMTAKLOOPMMSRETHSZ. 

BAO1A STRAATMAN lž, SEITHIY, bIYNATSOBMO MNS PREM LTRK. Z 
NET, AAOBMLBOEERAICHOLBR+ MA -bhICELTS, AHELALE 
ALOW’CHHLE. 35, PRORNLKRRLEOQROBEDASTLO—-ReT, EMH 
BELRA UC MBSR SBR lis ERE. 
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